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ROBERT ISAACS — HONORARY DOCTORATE 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [9.11 am]: I am pleased to rise and advise the 
house that Dr Robert Francis Isaacs, PhD, OAM, JP, Keystart executive manager for social lending, has recently 
travelled to the United Kingdom to be awarded an honorary doctorate from Warnborough College University, 
Canterbury. Robert is a Noongar elder from the Bibbulmun and Wardandi language group of the south west. Last 
month Robert was awarded an honoris causa PhD—an honorary doctorate—in recognition of his contribution to 
social work and Aboriginal affairs leading to the social and economic advancement of Aboriginal people in 
Western Australia. 

Robert has a long and varied history that includes being a former chairman of Clontarf Aboriginal College, 
holding senior positions such as senior policy adviser to the Minsters for Housing and Aboriginal Affairs, 
working in Aboriginal housing and working with both the Aboriginal Medical Service and Marr Mooditj 
Aboriginal Health Workers College. Warnborough College is also working with Clontarf Aboriginal College to 
establish education opportunities and scholarships for Aboriginal students. Robert was the first Aboriginal 
person to be elected to local government in 1991 as councillor and deputy mayor of the City of Gosnells. He 
spent 32 years working for the Department of Housing in a number of roles including setting up the Aboriginal 
Housing Board as well serving as the chairman and administrator from 1980 to 1990. He has been with Keystart, 
the department’s lending arm, for the past three years.  

The honorary doctorate was awarded at the college’s graduation ceremony on 8 August, and Robert made his 
first trip to the UK to receive the award. A former lecturer at the Western Australian Institute of Technology—
now Curtin University—who is now the college council secretary at Warnborough College, had watched his 
achievements over the years and nominated him for the honorary doctorate. Robert travelled to the college in 
Canterbury at the beginning of August to receive the award. He also had to present a speech at the graduation 
ceremony. I wish to congratulate Robert on his award and hope that his new title of doctor helps him to open 
doors and continue his work in Aboriginal affairs. 
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